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Sinking Into War (William Jennings Bryan)

Name Date Period

Directions: After reading the assigned section, answer the following questions using complete
sentences. The assignment must be handwritten. Be specific.

1. What was one desire of the Populist involving foreign policy?

2. In what manner did Germany and Great Britain violate the United States’ declared neutrality?

3. How did Wilson’s policy of preparedness help lead the United States into war?

4. ldentify and explain two events from the section and how they influenced US entrance into World
War 1.

5. How did Bryan’s personal belief system influence his foreign policy decisions as Secretary of State?

6. Why did Germany respond as it did to Wilson’s ultimatum after the sinking of the Lusitania?

7. Identify and explain Bryan’s reasoning for resigning as Secretary of State?

8. How and Why did Bryan and Robert Lansing disagree over the United States’ response to the sinking
of commerce shipping (the Falaba and the Lusitania)?



